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Meeting of the Parish Council 
Held Tuesday 24 June 2013 - 7.30pm at Lydbury English Centre 

 
MINUTES 

 
  ACTION 
 Public open session: 

In relation to neighbourhood planning Jenny Hall expressed an interest in feedback 
from the recent consultations and an outline as to the timescale of further consultations. 
JH also asked about the availability of information and a list of contacts so that any 
letters or comments could be referred to the appropriate person(s).  
See minute 14.20A re feedback from the consultation. MM agreed to consultations 
being posted on the Parish website and MM/CB made their contact details known. 

 

14.14 Members present: 
Cllrs Plowden (Chair), Bowen, Beaumond, Evans and May 
Also present Charlotte Barnes (County Cllr), Mathew Mead (Community Action Officer 
Shropshire Council), Andy Boak (Clerk), Jackie Beaumond (VHMC), Richard 
Beaumond (VHMC), Marion Brown, Liz Moran, Shirley Kidd, Tim Weaver (VHMC), 
Frances Phelps (VHMC), Val Edwards, Richard Burn, Duncan Baker, Stuart 
Mardzynski, Jenny Hall. 

 

14.15 Apologies for absence: G Ellis  
14.16 Declarations of interest: 

RP – In relation to potential development sites as landowner and as trustee of Poors 
Estate; RB as trustee of Poors Estate; JB as trustee of Poors Estate. 

 

14.17 Minutes of last meeting: 
The minutes of the meeting held on 23rd April 2013 were accepted as a true record by 
all and signed by the Chair. 

 
 
 

14.18 Matters arising: 
None 

 

14.19 Councillor vacancies and elections: 
A) It was noted that there are 3 vacancies for Councillors 
B) Resolved to approve publication of a notice of vacancies and request for an 

election. Agreed that if no election called the Parish Council will seek to co-opt to 
the vacancies at the earliest opportunity. Cllrs agreed to contact interested parties. 

 
 
 
 

All 
14.20 Planning: 

A) Neighbourhood plan  
1) MM reported on the SAMDev and consultation process to date and 

summarised findings of the most recent survey  and feedback from the drop-
in session held at the Powis Arms. Strongest support was shown for sites 
LYD001 or the combined LYD007, 008 and 009. It was noted that there was 
also a considerable number of people opposed to any development. 
Shropshire Council advised that LYD005 should not be taken forward to the 
next stage. 
MM also outlined the next stage in the process during which all sites would 
be assessed and the opportunity for further consultation offered in July and 
up to the end of August made available. 
At the request of the Chair MM explained how the number of 20 houses was 
reached for Lydbury North. It was noted that these numbers can be modified 
up to the end of August, but thereafter only additional development would be 
likely to be considered. 
Following comments from Cllrs on the number and type of houses, spread 
and nature of development over the planning period (up to 2026) with 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
MM/LC 
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reference to the recent consultations in both Lydbury North and Brockton it 
was agreed that there should be a further opportunity to consult with the 
public in early August through an additional questionnaire and drop-in 
sessions. A date of 14th August at the Powis Arms from 1500-1900 was 
agreed for Lydbury North. RE to check availability. MM and GM will consult 
regarding Brockton. Draft questionnaire to be finalised at next PC meeting 
 
CB noted that objections to planning can be passed to either the PC or 
herself and any comments taken to Shropshire Council Planning Committee 
as appropriate. MM noted that over half of PCs in Shropshire had opted for 
no development and that with changes to local government spending the 
Community Infrastructure Levy could have greater import to PCs. 

B) Planning applications: 
1) 13/002220/FUL Lower Farmhouse, Lydbury North. Erection of porch to front 

(southeast) elevation; erection of single storey extension to side elevation to 
include solar panels; internal alterations to form first and second floor 
accommodation; insertion of rooflights and dormer windows to front and rear 
rooflines; and elevational alterations; erection of detached double garage 
with first floor accommodation and external staircase; insertion of rooflights. 
Site visit arranged for Friday 28th June 1730. 

 
 
 

GE 
GM/MM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14.21 Reports: 
A) New Hall project 

1) JB reported that final confirmation of the outcome of the Big Lottery bid would be 
known on the 16th July 2013. AB confirmed that the purchase of the Poors 
Estate land had been completed, but that the VHMC had raised concerns 
regarding the exclusion of a small triangle of land, allocated for the siting of a 
gas storage tank from the land registry. RP to pursue with Denzil Onslow in the 
first instance. 

2) Following receipt of correspondence from Caroline Denham regarding the £200k 
maintenance portion of Miss D Hunt’s bequest and the response from Roger 
Plowden it was agreed that AB should contact CD on knowing the outcome of 
the BL bid. 

3) The VHMC was asked to present a report to the PC that formed the basis of the  
following decisions: 
a) PC approved the opening of a new account to hold Miss D Hunt’s bequest 

and such funds currently existing in the New Hall Community account be 
transferred. It was agreed that should the BL bid be successful BL funding 
be held in the existing New Hall Community Account. 

b) PC agreed to delegate AB, RP and JB as signatories of BL documentation 
for payments in advance of a PC meeting. PC agreed that the signatories 
meet each Monday as required to facilitate this process. 

c) PC agreed that resolution of any build issues will be addressed by the 
Project Management Board of the VHMC which shall include JB as the PC 
representative on the VHMC with monthly progress reports being provided.  

d) In respect of the £200k portion of Miss D Hunt’s bequest to be invested for 
the maintenance and upkeep of the new hall the PC agree to defer the 
decision to delegate the management of the upkeep payments to the 
VHMC. The PC agreed to the VHMC providing an annual report of the 
accounts. 

e) The PC confirmed that Andrew Whittle at Greens will act on their behalf 
relating to legal requirements of the Big Lottery. VHMC supplied 
documentation to support this process. Clerk to supply their contact details 
to Frances Phelps and forward documentation to Greens. 

f) PC agreed to JB representing the PC at the opening of tenders taking place 
on the 15th July 2013 at 1300 School House. 

 
 
 
 

RP/AB 
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B) County Councillor  
 CB reported the following: 

• That Shropshire Council would extend the restricted parking zone onto 
Stank Lane due to parking issues. 

• A meeting about Broadband in rural areas would take place on 27/6/13 
1900 at Clun Memorial Hall 

• A Delia Yapp of Shropshire Council had been appointed to support 
businesses. Contact CB. 

• Clive Wright, Chief Executive of Shropshire Council to visit local area on 9th 
July 2013 

• At the recent LJC meeting senior officer of emergency services presented. 
Concern regarding Ambulance response times. Police to relocate from 
Craven Arms and looking for Special Constables. £14k available from LJC 
for projects. 

• Next meeting 10/10/13. Clerk to inform LJC of attendee (rolling) 
C) School  

 Concerns regarding academy status raised. More use being made of 
newsletter 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AB 

14.22 Finance and bills to pay: 
A) The following transactions were approved: 

1) From Community Account 
a) Wages for June, July and August D Birch 3x £60.67 Gross; A Boak 3x 

£332.49 Gross 
b) A Boak for stamps and stationary - £11.49 

2) From New Hall Community Account 
a) Greens for purchase of Poors Estate land £2500.00 and £24157.94 by 

CHAPS 
b) HSBC charges for CHAPS transactions – 2x £17.00 
c) Thomas consulting – £277.50 paid by internet transfer 
d) PWLB loan repayment for June £55.42 and July £54.00 (pending 

repayment of full loan)  
e) Repayment of PWLB loan following result of BL bid 

B) Agreed that the financial investment committee should meet Tuesday 16th July.  
C) The annual accounts and audit statement were approved. The PC held 

£17931.42 in the current and deposit accounts at 31/3/13 approx. £900 more 
than at 1/4/12. Total expenditure for the year was £9261.41 of which wages 
accounted for £4602.02. Income totalled £10597.57 of which £9750 represented 
the precept. The internal auditor recommended that receipts and payments are 
entered on the dates received/paid and bank reconciliation carried out quarterly. 

D) The New Hall accounts were approved. The New Hall accounts have been 
prepared on a rolling basis rather than an accounting year to enable all 
income/expenditure by the PC to be identified. Receipts to date since 10/11 
amount to £365460.95 including £44975.00 PWLB loan and £15446.00 BL 
development grant. Expenditure to date is £61794.62 of which £5451.66 has 
been paid from the bequest and £40897.44 from the PWLB loan. The account 
spreadsheet has been sent to the VHMC. As these accounts do not form part of 
the external audit as required by the Audit Commission it was agreed that the 
Council’s internal auditor should be approached to ensure appropriate financial 
governance. 

E) Annual governance statement approved. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AB 

14.23 Correspondence: None received  

14.24 Date of next meeting - Date and time of next meeting 24th July 2013, 1930 at Lydbury 
English Centre 

 

 
Signed  ................................. Chairman     Date .................................. 


